
 

Pelham PTO Meeting Minutes 
8-22-18 

 
In Attendance: Jessie Jean-Louis, Nicole, Aline, Jenny, Olivia, Lisa Desjarlais 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Received money from Mighty Cause, Amazon Smiles. Money spent from 
teacher supplies and kindergarten supplies. $16,214.64 in bank.  
 
Strategic Plan Update: Jenny  

● PTO priorities (i.e. child engagement/enhancement/development): capital project 
funding, Board does not feel this is the PTO’s place. See PTO mission statement as part 
of the 2018-2019 plan. We did cover the playground mulch, $1000. Jenny reached out to 
Wildwood to ask if they funded capital projects and they said no, they absolutely do not 
do building maintenance. We are willing to hear people out, but we are working off a 
baseline of focusing on the strategic plan. Supportive of bettering the school--capital 
expenses should not come out of the PTO budget. It is on the school district and town to 
support this.  
 
Dumpster is a cosmetic issue--fence will not change the smell. Dumpster needs to be 
kept in this space for convenience of dumping stuff. Aline suggested having kids do a 
mural project on the dumpster--are they rented or owned? Could plywood be put up 
around the dumpster and be painted? Dumpster discussion will be added to the PTO 
meeting agenda for September. Ask Matt to present on this at the meeting.  

 
● Talk to teachers 8/27: Jenny will come in and talk with the staff, present the PTO goals 

for this year, tell about staff $ credits--what we make at Spring Fair determines how 
much we can give the following year for staff credits to spend in their classrooms. Want 
to connect PTO with teachers and support school enrichment.  
 

● Kindergarten Welcome Boxes: These are in--will write names of kindergartners on the 
boxes. Olivia will write names on doodle art books.  
 

● Playground Mulch: Looks pretty, smells good. Wagner gave a $225 in-kind donation for 
the mulch.  
 

● Teacher Welcome Back Breakfast & Supplies: Supplies will be going with Jenny on 8/27. 
Jenny ordered a fruit platter to bring Wednesday morning, will get pastry platter from 
Atkins. Coffee will be provided.  

 
● PTO will purchase a toaster oven for the Teacher Room: Put out first day of school. 

Nicole will look into purchasing this.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ql3Q8iE4lUe6AK_M8SmeyWHiXvh3b720/view?usp=sharing


 

● Bulletin Board: Purchased a PTO bulletin board, will be hanging by front office, coming in 
front door on right hand side. Can hang Florence Bank stuff, basket for Box Tops, 
information. Calendar for meetings and events.  

 
● 6X9 manilla envelopes with string and button: Lisa will look into cost for these, can use 

for the Direct Appeal. Need 200.  
 
Fundraising Update:  
Dine to Donate: Olivia--two dates confirmed, one for fall--October 4th, one for spring--March 
5th--for Texas Roadhouse. New contact will donate a basket for us to raffle to help us raise 
additional money. Antonio’s is booked for fall, will schedule for spring. 
 
Lowe’s: Olivia--questions about equipment installation and rules and regulations around this. 
~September 15th the grant is due. Getting the grant in earlier you have an advantage. Olivia will 
submit for the tire swing and tunnels. District facilities and community support will assist with 
installation. Lisa will talk Jim McPherson, head of facilities, about tire swing and tunnel 
installation and making sure that the equipment is up to spec. Lisa will also ask if there is 
someone in maintenance to help with installation.  
 
Other foundation funding: Jenny--Olivia applied to the Stark Foundation for a 
grant--reworked--between June 1 and August 31--they are taking applications from state of MA 
for before-school and afterschool programs. $2000, which would include a $250 PAWS 
Sponsorship, so $1750 to school. Foundation likes to support specific projects for small 
organizations. Could be used to cover student scholarships. Book fair. Beautifying the reset 
rooms. SGEE program supplies.  
  
PAWS Sponsorship: We’re asking a few businesses for a $250 sponsorship for community 
events over the year. Their logo would be on all flyers/materials. Olivia--no updates. Will reach 
out to Valley Medical Group and Amherst Pediatrics. Jenny--mailed letters--Berghoff moving, 
Pelham Auto, Lichtenberg Vet, Florence Savings, Stark Foundation, and Cheryl Nina--will give 
letter to Joe to give to Cowls Lumber. Followed up with Florence Savings--she’ll get back to 
Jenny. Joe could get a letter to Atkins.  
 
Events Update: 
Back To School Potluck: Jenny--on Monday, 8/27, 5:30 - 7pm. Nicole will buy a cake from Big 
Y--$39.99. Big jug of lemonade and water. Will use outside and cafeteria. Helpers get to the 
school at 4:30. Focus on encouraging parents/guardians to sign up to be a room parent.  
 
Safety Night: Jenny--Set for October 22nd from 7-9pm. Just parents (no childcare provided). 
Aline will post this on the PTO blog. At the firehouse in their conference room.  
 
Multicultural Feast: Jenny--Nov. 7th, 6-7:30pm. One idea is to get every grade involved in 
doing a project, which can be displayed at the feast. Could have a mix of different kinds of 



 

music. Or live music by people that we know. Send out a flyer to each family asking if they could 
send in the name of a song that best represents their family/culture--put together a Spotify mix 
with these songs. Could reach out to musical group from Senegal to see if they could come 
again. Maybe different cultural dances. A card that goes along with the individual displays to 
explain the project, give credit to the artist. Tie it to family and the Pelham community. 
Tablecloths of flags from different countries, or strings of flags that we can hang all around.  
 
Curriculum Night: Lisa--September 20th--6:30 - 7:30pm. Lennie usually provides childcare. 
Share all of the events that the PTO is supporting this year through a flyer. Could show some 
photos from PTO events last year, and then encourage folks to volunteer for events this year. 
Jenny and Lisa: Look for photos from events from last year. Olivia will put a slideshow together 
to show at the event.  
 
SAC Event--Parents’ Night Out--up in the air, not confirmed. Aline will take the September 21 
date down from blog.  
 
Curriculum/Program Update: 
Sexuality and Gender Empowerment and Education (SGEE) Curriculum: Aline--Monthly 
Advisory Board meetings were held over the summer. Plan is to have dialogue and 
informational sessions in September for adults, implement 5 session curriculum for K-2 students 
in September/October.  
 
Pelham Paw Prints: Aline--meeting on September 6 with Paw Prints adult advisers. Lisa: 
Spring 2018 newspaper will be in the upcoming Pelham Slate.  
 
Communications 
PTO newsletter--one for fall, one for spring? Or a monthly PTO newsletter could go in the 
school newspaper.  
 
PTO website: Jenny has created this. Once this is set up we’ll take down the PTO blog.  
 
PTO Facebook link: Include this in the weekly Pelham Press.  
 
Principal’s comments: Lisa  
Update on School Sign/Logo (waiting on this to produce t-shirts/mugs): Went with 
Brigade--Kirsten has delegated to David Bosch, Josh Kenney will work with them, Franklin tech 
is making the sign. Brigade is designing the logo that is transferable to other materials.  
 
Once we have the t-shirts made up, PTO will provide kindergartners with the t-shirts.  
 
Need to hire a preschool paraprofessional.  
 
Need a night custodian now.  



 

 
PTO meetings this year:  
September 13, 6-8 
October 11, 6-8 
November 8, 6-8 
December 13, 6-8 


