
PTO Meeting Notes 
4-25-19 

 
In Attendance: Sarahbess, Aline, Jenny, Nicole, Brad, Jessie, Giselle, Lisa DJ 
 
School Committee Update (Jessie): Two-town meeting for regionalization—tight deadline, 
let’s move ahead, Amherst town council and school committee wants to pull the plug on 
regionalization, that was their recommendation.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Nicole): Current balance is $15,419.20.  
 
Teacher’s Report (Giselle): Teacher had a request for support—Strings teacher—for music 
stands. Teachers have been submitting their reimbursements from their teacher credits.  
 
PTO Communications (Jenny):  
Securing donations: Issue about soliciting donations for raffle basket outside spring fair. Need 
to avoid double requests—process needs to be refined to make sure overlaps don’t happen 
again.  
 
New SGEE Website: https://sgee-program.squarespace.com/ with parent/guardian resources 
and info about SGEE events (i.e. SGEE Club).  
 
Request: 

Hi All, 

  

With the PTO meeting this evening, I thought I would see if the PTO would be interested in supporting 

the funds to plant climbing flowers along the playground fence.  Last year I planted some morning 

glories with a blooming success and was looking to do it again but since they are annuals the cost is also 

annual.  This year I came across some Clematis, which are perennials! (pictured below) 

  

I’m happy to do the plantings but, thought I’d ask the PTO if they would be willing to reimburse the costs 

for these plants to cover the 9 sections of fence? (pictured below) 

  

If so and if anyone is interested in helping plant let me know, and I’d also be looking for some compost 

to make the soil a bit more nutrient if anyone has some. I would like to do this within the next couple of 

weeks.  

  

Each plant is about $10 plus tax X 9 plants equals approx $100. 

  

Thanks for considering this. 

  

Matt 

 

https://sgee-program.squarespace.com/


Pelham has a garden grant, Lisa will look to see if the flower and soil purchase can be 
supported through this fund. If not, PTO will fund this.  
Could kids be involved in helping with the planting? Maybe work with a class to do this.  
 
PTO General (Jenny):  
Sensory Path idea: https://thesensorypath.com/sensory-path-shop?olsPage=products 
Outdoor path: Table this until look at survey results 
 
Survey results to review: Survey sent out April 1st to families, staff and students. Closed April 
15th. Tom Fanning has the students create their own survey. Jenny will send survey results 
home, we had to end the meeting by 7 due to regionalization meeting.  
 
PTO sign up genius for 2019/2020 school year - co-coordinating events for next year. Some 
people signed up. Will do another FB post and email out to families. Back-to-school picnic, ask 
kids to go around get sign-ups for this from parents. Ask room parents to send out the message 
as well about need for volunteers.  
 
Town Meeting: can we put out fliers for passive fundraising? There’s a table at the meeting, 
PTO can put out flyers about these fundraising opportunities.  
 
Hosting the In Our Family photo/narrative exhibit: 
https://familydiv.org/exhibits/in-our-family/? Table this.  
 
PTO Fundraising (Jenny):  
 
Box Tops 
Spring Fair 
Baystate Textiles 
Atkins 
 
Event’s Update: 
 
SGEE: May 2nd - Mindy Domb will visit to hear about the SGEE curriculum. Jenny sent out 
invites to local people and media. Not many RSVPs yet. Brad will make another inquiry and 
Nicole will ask her dad to contact media as well.  
 
Northampton Pride: May 4th - no balloons (phew!) We’ll use ribbons and temporary tattoos. 
Banner is ordered.  
 
Spring Fair: April 27th 
As of now I have: 

 

*15 confirmed UMASS volunteers - most full day 

https://thesensorypath.com/sensory-path-shop?olsPage=products
https://familydiv.org/exhibits/in-our-family/


 
*20 cakes 
*19 dz. cupcakes - need more cakes and cupcakes 
 
*All round 1 slots filled 
 
*Looking for someone to sell wristbands for round 2 
*Looking for someone to do face painting for 
round 2 
 
Sage Scott will do the Cake Walk assistant position for round 2 if no one signs up for it. 
 
Sunset Grill Pizza is donating 5 party pizzas - for volunteers - Leanne needs someone to pick 
up pizzas at 11:40 - Jessie will do this 
 
La Veracruzana is donating quesadillas and taquitos - Giselle will pick this up at 11:30 
 
Jenny and Nicole are shopping on Friday for food with list from Leanne 
 
Leanne will finish signs tomorrow 
 

We will cancel taking things out of shed tomorrow if it is raining. No sense in moving stuff twice 
 
Baskets are looking beautiful!!!! 
 
We have about a dozen or so pre-sale wristbands sold. They will go home with kids tomorrow. 
 
Joe will bring grill truck and he and Brad will cook all. 
 
Bounce house will be dropped off in the morning 
 
Please have Nicole bring cash box with lots of ones. 
 
Leanne will have all tickets for everything 
 

Staff Appreciation Week: May 6th - haven’t done this in the past, just the lunch in May. May 6 
- 10, we will brainstorm about this behind the scenes. Luncheon will at the end of May, Jenny 
and Jessie will meet to coordinate.  
 
Field Day: May 31st, with June 7th as rain date. Need to brainstorm to make sure food order 
goes smoother.  
 
Summer Celebration: We will skip that this year, because Look Park is happening.  



 
Book swap - Sarahbess Kenney - requesting $150 to purchase books for book swap for older 
kids. Reimbursement will work. Book sale is in late May, May 8th is when books are bought. 
Book swap, June 7th. Request for school to start collecting boxes to store/stand books—WB 
Mason type boxes. May 24th book swap.  
 
Curriculum/Program Update (Aline & Brad):  
SGEE Curriculum: Mindfulness session/SGEE Club in March; SGEE lessons starting this 
week; SGEE Club in April was film showing and follow-up discussion on 4/24 
 
Pelham Paw Prints: Issue for younger kids to come out in April and then full issue to come out 
in May.  
 
Principal’s Comments:  
Logo and sign update: Sign is done, delivered this coming Tuesday. Josh will take a look at it 
to figure out installation. Lisa’s idea is to have the sign unveiling on field day.  
 
End-of-year field trip: Look Park - Wednesday, June 12th 
 
 
 
 
 
 


