
VOL. 2 No.2                                                           February 14 2019 VOL. 2 NO.2                                                           February 14 2019

Page 5Page 4

Merry Christmas?
Written by: Lily Oldford

Many people celebrate holidays in December. 
Some include Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, 
Boxing Day, Ōmisoka, and New Year’s Eve. Not 
everybody celebrates Christmas though.

In Japan they celebrate Ōmisoka. It is a 
celebration of the last day of the year. The last day of 
each month of the Japanese lunisolar calendar was 
historically named Misoka. Traditionally, important 
activities for the concluding year and day were 
completed in order to start the new year fresh. Some 
of these activities include house cleaning, repaying 
debts, and purification (such as driving out evil spirits 
and bad luck.) The final hours would be spent bathing, 
to relax.

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday commemorating 
the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem at 
the time of the Maccabean Revolt. Traditional 
Hanukkah foods are fried in oil. Potato pancakes 
(known as latkes) and jam-filled donuts (sufganiyot) 
are particularly popular in many Jewish households. 
Other Hanukkah customs include playing with 
four-sided spinning tops called dreidels and 
exchanging gifts. The centerpiece of the Hanukkah 
celebration is the menorah, a candelabra that holds 
nine candles. Eight candles symbolize the number of 
days that the Temple lantern blazed; the ninth, the 
shamash, is a helper candle used to light the others. 
Synagogues have a continually lit lamp. This lamp 
represents the continually lit menorah used in Temple 
times.

Boxing Day was traditionally a day off for 
servants and the day when they received a “Christmas 
Box” from their master. The servants would also go 
home on Boxing Day to give “Christmas Boxes” to 
their families. It's also when shops traditionally had 
big sales, like Black Friday and Cyber Monday in the 
United States. December 26th is also St. Stephen's 
Day.

Kwanzaa is a celebration that lasts a week, 
held in the United States and in other nations of the 
African diaspora in the Americas. The celebration 
honors African heritage in African-American culture 
in a feast and gift-giving, and is from December 26 to 
January 1. Kwanzaa has seven core principles; Umoja 
(unity), Kujichagulia (self-determination), Ujima 
(collective work and responsibility), Ujamaa 
(cooperative economics), Nia(purpose), Kuumba 
(creativity) and Imani (faith).

So don’t just say “Merry Christmas!” Think of 
other people too!

Jenny Franz

Important People

By: Caetlin Lawler
When you think about important people in 

Pelham School and the school district who comes to 
mind? The principal? Teachers? The superintendent 
maybe? And yeah, those people are really important 
to our school too, but I’m talking about the people 
who go unnoticed, people from the PTO (Parent 
Teacher Organization), who are just as important to 
our school community as leaders and educators. 
Well, the first person who pops into my mind is 
Jenny Franz. Pelham parent maybe, but also a family 
member of our Pelham School community and I 
would like to talk about some of the important things 
that she does for our school.

Anyone remember Multicultural Night? 
Well, you can blame that great time on this dynamic 
duo: Nicole Black and Jenny Franz. Nicole and 
Jenny have been good friends for a while now and 
they have put together some super fun events for our 
school community! Another awesome event is the 
Spring Fair, one of the favorite annual events of 
Pelham School. Jenny says that the Spring Fair is her 
FAVORITE event to plan, but it is also the hardest 
event she ever planned. 

Jenny says that the more money that the 
PGO makes at the Spring Fair, the more money 
goes to the staff credits. The staff credits are the 
amounts of money that the teachers receive for 
their classrooms each year. And the more money 
that teachers get, the better materials you get to use 
in your class. So in other words, the more tickets 
that you buy at the Spring Fair, the more money 
goes to the Spring Fair. Then that money is 
collected by the PTO to give to the teachers so that 
the teachers can buy materials for the classroom!

So for being an active part of our school 
community and planning awesome events like 
Multicultural Night and the Spring Fair, plus many 
more cool and important things she does, Jenny 
Franz influences our school community and it 
would not be the same without her!

Above: Jenny Franz with her children

Boxing Day is a holiday celebrated on 
the day after Christmas Day. It originated in 
the United Kingdom, and is celebrated in a 
number of countries, such as Canada, 
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, and 
some European countries. A “Christmas Box” 
in Britain is a name for a Christmas present. 

Ashlyn’s Kid Calendar
“What’s goin’ on?”

● Feb 14: St. Valentine’s Day
● Feb 18 - 22: Winter Break
● Mar 2: Family Fun Night 5:30pm-7:30pm
● Mar 6: Early Release 1:20pm
● Mar 10: Daylight Savings
● Mar 27: Early Release 1:20pm
● Apr 10: Early Release 1:20pm
● Apr 15-19: Spring Break
● Apr 27: School fair 12:00pm-3:00pm
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History of Trends at Pelham Elementary
By: Sam Woodruff 

You may have heard of the very weird things that 
Pelham Elementary kids get into. Well, if you haven’t heard 
of them, then here’s a list of the many trends of Pelham 
School. 

So one of the first trends was yoyos. The trend lasted 
approximately one week. It was in the year 2013, when I was 
in 1st grade. Tri Nguyen brought in the first yoyo. Everybody 
had to get one! Though a lot of us couldn’t even bring it back 
up on the string. 

For a while, we were trendless, but then there were 
fidget spinners. Then we were no longer trendless. You can 
think of any design of fidget spinner, somebody would have 
it. It started in 2016 and ended in 2017. R.I.P. fidget spinners. 

The next trend was squishies. I think it is still going 
on, but my class was done with it the same year it began, 
2017, and I’m not surprised because they were just squishy 
things shaped like food.  They teared  the first day you got 
them. 

Then it was Pokemon Cards in 2017. That was the 
trend. Everybody had about 5,000 Pokemon Cards and people 
would brag about having super expensive cards and how they 
would get rich when they sold them. I don’t even think they 
got around to selling them. 

For a little bit there was Magic Cards, but it was more 
the younger grades, so I don’t know much about it. That was 
also 2017. 

The next one was slime, in 2018. It is the most gross 
thing in the world, in my opinion. That’s still going on. 

The last and final trend is Fortnite. It is a very violent 
game where you find guns and shoot people. So those are 
some of the Pelham Elementary trends and I’ll try to keep 
you updated.

  The Story of Something
Hey, kids! Ready for a story? No!? Why 

not? Oh, I see, you think stories are boring. Well, 
listen to this one.

Once upon a time there was a…….WAIT? 
You think it’s boring already? I haven’t even 
started yet!

Okay, now I will start without YOU!
Once upon a time there was a group of kids 

sad kids. All of their lives they had only played 
video games, but one day they ran out, and they 
didn't know what to do. 

“I wish we knew what to do,” one of them 
said. 

As if someone was listening, Ms. Airheart, 
their new neighbor walked into the room.”How 
are you doing?”she asked.

 “We're okay, but all of our lives we've 
only played video games and we don’t know 
what to do,”

  “Well do you go to school?” 
  “No,”
  “It just so happens I'm a teacher! I'll help 

you,”
  “Oh yes please!”
  So Ms. Airheart taught them all they were 

missing out on and they lived happily ever after!

 THE END!!!!!!!!!

Four Square
By: Sonia Nashira

Four-square is a hectic game. The stampede of rules 
just washes over you and bends your body into odds and 
ends. 

Recess is supposed to be fun, exciting, and a time to 
be free. “I like it when you get to 4th square and when there 
is no arguing,” says kindergartener Finch Bush-Canney. I 
understand that folks like and maybe even LOVE recess. 
Although, that is not the case for everyone. I ask that you take 
in what you are doing and reflect on your own behavior. 

“It’s a manipulating game, that usually ends with a 
feeling of resentment,” says 6th grader Dalia Strohmeidav, 
“Maybe it’s because I’m a girl, a portion of the boys target 
girls,” says 5th grader Alex Robb, “Based on watching the 
fourth graders play, there's definitely some targeting with the 
outcome of arguing.” Says Ms. Sarah who is a helper in the 
4th grade.

There has been talk among our Pelham Community 
about whether the rules should be changed, and that we stick 
to set of rules. Many people don’t have complaints on the 
rules, though that’s not everyone. With a more strict and firm 
boundarie, four square could actually be the fun and 
enjoyable game it was invented to be. 

Apart from that, we could branch out and play 
different kinds of four square. I have heard that the fourth 
graders have been into LA four square. No ball is needed just 
agility, speed, and tactic. “LA four square is like a code that 
you only know. The challenge is also fun!’’ says fourth 
grader Harper Modestow.

With all that said I feel like four square has its heart in 
the right place, it’s now a matter of getting both its heart and 
its brain. In closing, I have one more quote from an important 
person in our Pelham Community. “Before I hurt my knee, I 
was an incredible player! I liked how I got to the fourth 
square, and no one could get me out!” Lenny our fabulous 
after-school coordinator.

                   Hobbit Book Report
By Craig H.

Do you like adventure? If so, read The Hobbit 
- written and illustrated By J.R.R Tolkien. The Hobbit 
is a wonderful, entertaining book of an anti-adventure 
hobbit, who is convinced to go on a adventure by 
charismatic Gandalf. There are 13 dwarves coming 
too. Their names are...get ready: Balin, Dwalin, Fili, 
Kili, Dori, Ori, Nori, Bifur, Bofur, Bombur, Oin, 
Gloin, and Thorin. I know, it’s a mouthful. You’ll get 
used to it. 

The group sets off. Their goal is to reclaim 
Erebor, which was taken over by Smaug, the Terrible, 
and the mighty dragon. But getting to the dragon will 
not be easy. Giant spiders, woodland elves, goblins, 
and other dangers stand in their way. Even if they get 
by, the dragon will not be easily beaten. This is a 
quote from a Hobbit reader from Pelham Elementary 
School:

“The Hobbit is the one of the best books I’ve 
ever read, because it gets you ‘psyched’ for The Lord 
of The Rings trilogy!”-Sam W. 5th Grade student. 

Hopefully I’ve persuaded you! Go get a copy 
at your local library today!

            IMPORTANT IF YOU HAVEN’T
           READ/WATCHED ANY TOLKIEN
Hobbit = Short dude with hairy feet
Dwarf = Other short dude with big beard
Goblin = Evil dudes that look yucky
Smaug = EVIL!!!! A red fire breathing dragon.
Erebor =Dwarf kingdom dominated by Smaug                                  

 If you have read The Hobbit try the Lord of the Rings 
series by the same author!
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Across
2. You keep all your stuff in it
5. A common writing tool
7. “Solve a problem to get an ______”
9. Oh no! I made a pencil mistake!
Down
1. “Hard ____”
3. Knows all the math answers…
4. The whiteboard opposite
6. The action of gaining knowledge
8. Where you sit and work
 

People Who Persevere
By Marit Gubrium

Welcome back to People Who Persevere.  
Today I’m talking with the 2nd grade teacher at 
Pelham Elementary School…………Kate Thurston!

Ms. Katie, as she likes to be called, was born in 
Nantucket in 1976. Growing up, she had an older 
brother and sister and two pets: a dog named Saidi and 
a cat named Sarah who she liked to dress up (not for 
harmful purposes). Ms. Katie  liked to read, write, play 
in the woods, ride her bike, and play in her fort (either 
alone or with friends). 

Ms. Katie’s favorite subject in elementary
school was math and her major in college was English 
literature. Her favorite books are The Temple of My 
Familiar, by Alice Walker, and any and all poetry 
books by Nikki Giovanni or Mary Oliver. Ms. Katie’s 
hobbies are yoga, biking, reading, cooking, camping, 
gardening, and lifting weights.

That’s all I have for you today. I’ll get back to 
you in the next issue of People Who Persevere!!!  

Drita, My Homegirl

A novel by Jenny Lombard

Book report written by Sonia Nashira

As a refugee from war-torn Kosovo, moving to New York is 
a big change. Drita thought that fitting in would be 

well...easy. She is proven wrong. Her transition is beginning 
to veer toward the wrong path, children stare and make her 

feel as if she doesn't belong, showing pity and disgust. 
Maxie is the head of the so-called “popular group.” Maxie is 

tough, and more on the rebellious side. You would never 
expect them two to become friends, right? Maxie is given a 
special assignment and that makes her more sensitive and 
aware of Drita’s situation. This leads to a friendship that 

surprises everyone.

Emma
Character design by Sage Zephyr
Drawn by Morgan Hughes

    Drawn by: Beatrix Lawless

Maxie

                
  Drita

Crossword

By: Toby York

Behind The Scenes Credits:
Indigo Halasz, Lily Oldford, Beatrix Lawless, 
Olive Paradis, Raheli Hiza-Roffer
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Cocoa Devil’s Food Cake
By Alexandra Robb

Have you been looking for a sweet 
treat to warm you in this cold season? 
Cocoa Devil’s Food Cake is perfect for you. 
It isn’t like a crazy mix-and-match of 
complicated flavors. It is just a simple but 
delicious treat. It is basically just a really 
rich, really chocolatey cake, or, if you 
wanted, cupcake. Here is the recipe.

This makes about 12 cupcakes.

Preheat oven to 350℉ 

Blend and set aside:

1 cup sugar
½ cup baking cocoa
½ cup buttermilk or yogurt

In a separate bowl beat ½ cup butter 
until soft.
Beat in 2 eggs and cocoa mixture.
Next, add 2 cups cake flour sifted with 1 
tsp baking soda and ½ tsp. salt
Add ½ cup buttermilk or yogurt and 1 
tsp vanilla.
Preheat oven to 350℉ and bake for 1 
hour for a standard cake.
 You can also do two layer pans, about 35 
minutes  in a 375℉ oven.
For cupcakes preheat to 350℉ and bake 
25 minutes.
Let cool, and frost (optional).

Color Me!
Drawn By:
Aryanna Levine 
Godfrey

Ingredients

Final Cupcakes


